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Supplemental Aid: 
GRAMMAR & MECHANICS 
RULES
Supplemental aids are paper-based resources that assist students in recalling information. Supplemental aids 

should be chosen based on the student’s needs and used consistently in instruction and assessment. Start with 

providing a completed version of the grammar and mechanics rules during instruction. Guide the student with 

prompts (verbal, written, visual) while they practice the new skill. As the student becomes more proficient, use 

increasingly complex questions for them to answer. When the student has mastered more challenging questions 

with the grammar and mechanics rules, slowly remove the examples. Continue this process until the student 

can routinely, independently, and effectively answer questions using the grammar and mechanics rules without 

examples. At this stage, the student is ready to use the allowable supplemental aid on the state assessment.

TEACH TEST
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GRAMMAR & MECHANICS RULES

CAPITALIZATION RULE: EXAMPLE:

First word of every sentence Thank you for the letter.

The pronoun ”I” My friend and I love horses. 

Names of people including initials and titles Mr. and Mrs. Cruz were seen by Dr. Lee.

Names of streets, towns, cities, states, and 
countries Manchaca Road       Dallas, Texas

Titles of stories, movies, TV shows, video games, 
etc. Star Wars       Charlotte’s Web       Minecraft

Names of specific buildings and monuments Statue of Liberty       Vietnam War Memorial

Days of the week, month, and holidays Thursday       November       Thanksgiving

The first word of a direct quotation She said, “Today is beautiful.”

PUNCTUATION RULE: EXAMPLE:

Period at the end of a telling sentence I like cookies.

Question mark at the end of an asking sentence Do you like cookies?

Exclamation point after a sentence that ex-
presses strong feelings I absolutely love cookies!

Colon after a salutation or sometimes a list He wanted to see three cities in Italy: Rome, 
Florence and Venice.

Semicolon to join complete sentences that are 
related to each other

Tony made the sugar cookies; Susan decorat-
ed them.

Parentheses to enclose parts of a sentence that 
might be omitted

Marie (8 years-old) is a little girl who goes to 
school with my brother.

Apostrophe to show ownerships or in place of 
letters omitted in a contraction The cat’s dish is empty. Now he’s at school.

Quotation marks to enclose the exact words 
spoken by a person “I love to read chapter books,” said Sharon.
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GRAMMAR & MECHANICS RULES

COMMAS RULE: EXAMPLE:

Between city and state Miami, Florida       Houston, Texas

Between the date and year December 25, 2018       

The greeting and closing of a letter Dear Victoria,       Sincerely,

Two adjectives that tell about the same noun Sabrina is a clever, smart girl.

Between words in a series Dylan likes pizza, hamburgers, and ice cream.

Before a direct quotation “I know,” answered Mary.

After a short introductory phrase After all that candy, nobody was hungry for cake.

In a compound sentence I want hamburgers, but Lois wants pizza.

PLURAL NOUNS RULE: EXAMPLE:

Add s to form the plural of most nouns girl – girls       apple – apples  

Add es to nouns that end in ch, sh, s, x, or z bench – benches       dish – dishes       box – boxes 

For nouns that end in y with a consonant be-
fore the y, change the y to i and add es candy – candies       puppy – puppies       

For nouns that end in y with a vowel before the 
y, just add s toy – toys       monkey – monkeys     
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GRAMMAR & MECHANICS RULES

CAPITALIZATION RULE: EXAMPLE:

First word of every sentence

The pronoun ”I”

Names of people including initials and titles

Names of streets, towns, cities, states, and 
countries

Titles of stories, movies, TV shows, video games, 
etc.

Names of specific buildings and monuments

Days of the week, month, and holidays

The first word of a direct quotation

PUNCTUATION RULE: EXAMPLE:

Period at the end of a telling sentence

Question mark at the end of an asking sentence

Exclamation point after a sentence that ex-
presses strong feelings

Colon after a salutation or sometimes a list

Semicolon to join complete sentences that are 
related to each other

Parentheses to enclose parts of a sentence that 
might be omitted

Apostrophe to show ownerships or in place of 
letters omitted in a contraction

Quotation marks to enclose the exact words 
spoken by a person
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GRAMMAR & MECHANICS RULES

COMMAS RULE: EXAMPLE:

Between city and state

Between the date and year

The greeting and closing of a letter

Two adjectives that tell about the same noun

Between words in a series

Before a direct quotation

After a short introductory phrase

In a compound sentence

PLURAL NOUNS RULE: EXAMPLE:

Add s to form the plural of most nouns

Add es to nouns that end in ch, sh, s, x, or z

For nouns that end in y with a consonant be-
fore the y, change the y to i and add es

For nouns that end in y with a vowel before the 
y, just add s



GRAMMAR & MECHANICS RULES

CAPITALIZATION RULE: PUNCTUATION RULE:

First word of every sentence Period at the end of a telling sentence

The pronoun ”I” Question mark at the end of an asking sen-
tence

Names of people including initials and titles Exclamation point after a sentence that ex-
presses strong feelings

Names of streets, towns, cities, states, and 
countries Colon after a salutation or sometimes a list

Titles of stories, movies, TV shows, video 
games, etc.

Semicolon to join complete sentences that 
are related to each other

Names of specific buildings and monuments Parentheses to enclose parts of a sentence 
that might be omitted

Days of the week, month, and holidays Apostrophe to show ownerships or in place of 
letters omitted in a contraction

The first word of a direct quotation Quotation marks to enclose the exact words 
spoken by a person

COMMAS RULE: PLURAL NOUNS RULE:

Between city and state Add s to form the plural of most nouns

Between the date and year Add es to nouns that end in ch, sh, s, x, or z

The greeting and closing of a letter For nouns that end in y with a consonant be-
fore the y, change the y to i and add es

Two adjectives that tell about the same noun For nouns that end in y with a vowel before 
the y, just add s

Between words in a series

Before a direct quotation

After a short introductory phrase

In a compound sentence


